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PRESS RELEASE 

Mukran Port: Finnish company Outokumpu invests 40 million euros at the site 

Sassnitz-Mukran, December 6, 2024 - Mukran Port on the island of Rügen has gained a strategically 

important partner for the further development of the site in Outokumpu, the world's leading supplier 

of sustainable stainless steel. The Finnish company will build an innovative plant for the production 

of biocarbon at Mukran Port in the coming years. With an investment of around 40 million euros and 

the creation of up to 25 qualified, permanent jobs, Outokumpu is underlining the importance of the 

port for future-oriented technologies and sustainable production. 

The use of bio-based raw materials is a sustainable way for Outokumpu to reduce direct emissions 

in the steel production process. In the new plant, biocarbon is produced from secondary wood raw 

materials using an innovative high-temperature process. The fine granulate obtained in this way, 

which looks like “black sand”, is then shipped via Mukran Port to Tornio in Finland for further 

processing into biocoke pellets. The biocarbon produced at Mukran in the future can be used to 

replace conventional coal or fossil energy sources in various stages of stainless steel production. 

With this technology, Outokumpu is setting a milestone towards more climate-friendly steel 

production, as around 50 percent of Outokumpu's direct emissions could be reduced through the use 

of biocoke. 

Fridjof Ostenberg, Managing Director of Mukran Port, emphasizes the strategic importance of the 

move: “Outokumpu's decision in favour of Mukran is the result of an intensive process. It shows how 

attractive our port is for companies that rely on multimodal transport chains. The planned delivery 

of raw materials by rail and shipment of the end product by ship will strengthen the site's logistics 

diversity. With Outokumpu, we are not only gaining a world-leading company in its sector, but also 

increasing the attractiveness for other potential industrial customers and supporting the 

transformation of the location with regard to new energy sources.” 

Stefan Erdmann, Chief Technology Officer at Outokumpu, also emphasizes the advantages of the 

location: “Mukran Port convinced us with its combination of existing industrial space, modern 

infrastructure and excellent hinterland connections. The short sea routes to Finland also enable 



 
 

efficient and more environmentally friendly logistics. We look forward to further developing this 

location together.” 

The plant is not only technologically innovative, but also contributes to the regional energy 

transition. The by-products from the production process, in particular the waste heat generated, will 

be fed into the district heating network on the island of Rügen. 

Sassnitz's mayor, Leon Kräusche, welcomes this sustainable use: “By feeding waste heat into the 

district heating network, we are not only making a contribution to ecological energy supply, but also 

expect stable energy prices for the citizens of Sassnitz.” 

With this settlement, Mukran Port confirms its status as a key location for innovative and 

sustainable projects. Outokumpu is an example of how industry and the environment can be brought 

into harmony - a strong signal for the economic future of the region. 

 

About Mukran Port 

The Mukran Port on Rügen offers everything that makes a modern multifunctional port on a total 

area of almost 430 hectares with ferry, rail, multipurpose and offshore terminals as well as extensive 

production and storage areas. In addition to offshore wind industry projects, Mukran Port is 

particularly supporting the transformation of the site into a green large-scale commercial location. 

Further information: https://www.mukran-port.de/de/industrial-site-uebersicht.html  

 

About Outokumpu Corporation 

Outokumpu is accelerating the green transformation as the world's leading producer of sustainable 

stainless steel. The business is built on the principles of the circular economy: Outokumpu products 

are made from up to 95% recycled material. This steel reaches society in a variety of applications, 

for example in infrastructure, mobility and household appliances. Outokumpu is committed to the 1.5 

degree target to limit climate change. With a carbon footprint that is up to 75% below the industry 

average, Outokumpu also supports its customers in reducing their emissions. Together we are 

working towards a world that lasts forever. Headquartered in Helsinki, Finland, Outokumpu employs 

around 8,500 people in almost 30 countries. Outokumpu Corporation is listed on the Helsinki Stock 

Exchange on the Nasdaq. In Germany, Outokumpu has two stainless steel plants in Krefeld (NRW) 

and Dillenburg (Hessen) as well as a service center in Sachsenheim (BW). Further information: 

www.outokumpu.com 

https://www.mukran-port.de/de/industrial-site-uebersicht.html
http://www.outokumpu.com/

